Fluoro-Gold reveals patches of striatal neurons during development.
Patches of densely-labelled striatal neurons were observed following intrastriatal injection of the fluorescent dye Fluoro-Gold into rats younger than 10 days of age. These cell clusters showed precise overlap with islands of dense dopamine innervation seen only during the first week of life. The patches of labelled cells were still visible in adulthood, and were not abolished by 6-hydroxydopamine treatment before or after the Fluoro-Gold injection. Neonatal Fluoro-Gold injection may be a unique way of marking the patch compartment of the striatum that remains visible in adulthood.